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SPEECH 


DELIVFRKD   BV 


THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


Sir  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT 


AT   A 


FAREWELL   BANQUET 


TENDERED  HIM  BY  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
SENATE,  AT  OTTAWA.  APRIL  28TH,  1910. 


SPEECH 


DKLtVIRtD   IT 


The  Right  Honourable  Sir  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT 

•t  a  Farewell  Banquet  tenJrreJ  him  by  the  Member* 
of  the  Senate,  at  Ottawa.  April  28th,   1910. 


Sir  Richard,  after  oxpri-ssiiiK  his  grutification  at  the 
honour  done  him,  noted  that  his  task  in  the  Senate  had  l)een 
made  easy  by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  factious  or  unreason- 
able obstruction.  The  criticism  of  the  Opp.)>ition  was 
salutary  and  he  himself  could  not  complain  of  reasonable 
criticism  for  he  had  not  iKcn  in  the  habit  of  tempering  his 
words  to  the  shorn  lamb. 

"  To  the  best  of  my  recoiiCCtion."  he  said,  "  when  I 
entered  public  life  in  1863  I  was  then  the  youngest  member 
of  Parliament  from  my  own  Province  of  Ontario.  To-day 
I  am  the  oldest  as  far  as  the  jnriod  of  continuous  service 
goes.  Looking  back  over  that  long  vista  of  seven-and-forty 
years,  I  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  enormous  changes 
•  hich  have  taken  place.  When  I  entered  public  life  the 
political  cauldron  was  boiling  over  lioth  In  Canada  and 
elsewhere.  At  that  moment  the  I  nited  States  were  engaged 
in  the  most  derperate  civil  war  of  the  century.  At  that 
moment  the  relations  now  so  happily  subsisting  between 
ourselves  and  our  sister  Province  had  been  strained  to  the 
very  point  of  breaking,  and  speaking  from  my  recollections, 
I  have  very  little  doubt  that  nothing  but  the  sight  of  the 
desperate  strife  which  was  being  carried  on  along  our  borde. 
prevented  the  utter  disiuption  of  the  legislative  v  ion 
between   ^Jie  two  Canadas. 


Some  New  Things. 

"  As  I  have  said,  the  chan(jes  which  I  have  had  occasion 
to  witness,  both  material  and  political,  have  been  of  a  very 
remarkable  kind.  In  those  Hays  wo  had  neither  cal)le  nor 
telephone.  In  those  days,  is  I  know  to  my  cost,  during 
many  months  of  the  year  it  was  often  as  tedious  and  long 
a  jou.ney  from  Toronto  to  Quebec  as  it  is  to-day  from  Ottawa 
to  Vancouver.  In  those  days  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
railways  of  any  kind  or  sort  across  the  continent.  In  those 
days  the  buffalo  roamed  in  millions  from  the  Red  River  to 
Texas.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  hardly  possible  to  conceive 
a  more  complete  revolution  than  has  taken  place  in  what 
I  may  call  the  material  condition  of  this  country.  Practically 
there  was  no  North-West.  Practicalh  ,  in  a  certain  sense, 
we  had  hardly  any  future  before  us  at  that  time  in  Canada, 
at  least,  hardly  any  that  was  visible  to  us. 

No  German  Emperor  Then. 

"  And  when  you  turn  to  the  political  side,  when  you 
look  abroad  on  the  world,  the  changes  have  been,  perhaps, 
even  greater.  In  those  days  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a 
German  Emperor  or  a  (krman  Empire.  In  those  days 
Prussia  was  an  absolutely  negligible  quantity.  In  those 
days  Japan  had  only  been  discovered  by  the  American 
squadron,  who,  without  intending  it.  without  knowing  what 
thty  were  about,  succeeded  in  creating  a  new  and  strong 
sea  power  in  the  place  of  that  ancient  kingdom.  More  than 
all,  strangely  enough,  the  then  dominant  igure,  the  man 
who  of  all  others  attracted  the  greater  attention  and  exercised 
the  greatest  weight  in  the  councils  not  merely  of  Europe, 
but  ot  the  new  world,  was  the  Emperor  Louis  Napoleon. 
He  had  checked  Russia;  he  had  defeated  Austria;  his  armies 
had  taken  possession  of  Mexico,  and  it  was  a  subject  of  very 
serious  apprehension  in  Washington,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
as  to  which  way  he  would  throw  his  '  .tience  in  the  strife 
between   the  North  and  South. 


An  Oftrwhtlming  Fact. 

"Sir,  if  in  those  days  in  1863  any  man  had  riM>n  up  among 
us  in  the  Kuisc  of  a  prophet,  or  in  anv  other  gui»)e  yuu  please, 
and  had  told  us  that  wi'hin  half  a  dozen  years  the  great 
Emperor  would  be  a  fugitive  and  a  captive,  that  his  capital 
would  have  been  occupied  and  besieged  by  a  Prussian  army, 
we  would  have  regarded  him  as  little  iK'tter  than  an  incurable 
lunatic.  For  the  matter  of  that,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  any  one  of  you  would  ten  years  ago  h.ive  regarded  a 
man  as  an  incurable  lunatic  who  would  have  told  you  that 
within  ten  years  a  Japanese  army  would  have  defeated 
500,000  R..  '"Hn  troops  ir  'le  >pen  field  in  battle.  But  to 
my  mind  there  is  one  th  with  which  xc  are  much  more 
immediately  cone,  med,  \  ..ch  the  future  historian,  when 
he  comes  to  r<  vitw  th .  nineteenth  century,  will,  if  he  under- 
stands his  trade,  -'v  wa**  more  important  than  all  of  these 
put  tc  ■  ("..er.and  tl  n  .a  the  fact  that  the  close  of  that  century 
saw  e^.y  million.^  of  English-speaking  men  assembled 
together  in  North  America,  counting  ourselves  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  these  eighty  millions 
have  grown  since  that  time  in  ten  years  to  a  hundred  millions 
to-day.  That,  sir,  is  the  great  and  the  dominating  fact  of 
the  twentieth  century. 


Much  Depends  Upon  It. 

"  Now,  to  my  mind,  much  depends  upon  that  fact,  much 
for  us,  much  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  world.  If  it  were 
possible,  as  I  h  /e  often  thought,  and  as  I  much  desire, 
that  that  hundred  millions  could  be  brought  by  any  honourable 
and  fair  means  to  form  an  alliance  with  the  fifty  millions  of 
English-speaking  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  seas,  then, 
sir,  you  would  see  presented  to  the  v.'orld  a  combination 
which  I  think  would  make  to  an  enormous  extent  for  the 
peace  of  the  worid  and  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  do  not 
undertake  to  prophesy,  but  I  have  seen  strange  things 
already  in  my  time,  and  of  one  thing  I  do  feel  perfectly 


certain,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  English- 
speaking  men  dominating  two  oceans,  controlling  the  two 
main  arteries  of  commerce,  need  give  themselves  no  concern 
about  yellow  perils  or  German  scares. 

For  the  Peace  of  the  World. 

"  More  than  that,  I  hold  that  should  such  an  alliance 
as  I''speak  of  ever  be  consummated,  in  that  fact  lies  perhaps 
the  one  and  only  chance  now  existing  for  bringing  about 
that  much  desired  general  disarmament  which  alone  can 
insure  the  present  peace  of  the  world.  To  my  mind  it  is  a 
frightful  thing,  to  my  mind  it  is  a  horrible  thing,  to  know 
as  I  do  that  the  four  greatest  nations  upon  earth,  the  four 
who  call  themselves  the  most  highly  civilized  of  all  nations, 
are  at  this  very  moment  expending  two-thirds  of  their  net 
available  income  in  maintaining  warlike  preparations  to 
cut  each  other's  throats,  while  according  to  a  recent  statement 
of  a  late  Prime  Minister  of  England,  there  are  millions  upon 
millions  of  their  people  who  do  not  know  from  one  day's 
end  to  the  other  where  they  will  find  food  for  the  next  morning. 
I  think,  and  I  am  not  speaking  without  reflection  or  without 
cause,  that  it  might  well  come  to  pass  that  we  in  Canada, 
who  occupy  a  very  peculiar  position  between  the  two  great 
sections  of  the  English-speaking  race,  might  well  be  able, 
small  nation  as  we  yet  are,  to  assist  in  bringing  these  great 
countries  together  for  such  a  purpose. 


Canada's  Position. 

"  I  do  not  think  I  am  wrong  in  saying  that  Canadians, 
and  Canadian  public  men  more  particularly,  are  in  a  position 
to  understand  and  appreciate  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  better,  perhaps,  than  either  of  them  can  understand 
the  other  without  us.  I  think  that  the  people  of  Canada 
understand  well  and  appreciate  fully  the  enormous  poten- 
tialities  which   e.\ist   in   the  great   republic,  and    I    know 


that  the  people  of  Canada,  of  all  kinds  and  creeds,  understand 
and  appreciate  the  loyalty,  the  courage,  the  self-sacrifice 
and  the  patriotism  which  have  gone  in  large  measure  to 
make  the  British  Empire  what  it  now  is.  Now,  it  is  perfectly 
true  that  these  two  great  nations,  standing  apart,  can  do 
but  little  in  the  direction  that  I  have  intimated,  but  it  is 
equally  true,  I  think,  that  if  they  stand  together,  occupying 
the  position  they  do,  dominating,  as  I  say,  two  oceans,  it 
is  equally  true  to  all  intents  and  purposes  there  is  no  force 
or  combination  of  forces  on  earth  that  dare  treat  them  lightly 
or  that  dare  disregard  their  commands,  and  I  strongly 
suspect,  were  they  delegated  or  disposed  to  insist  on  the 
preservation  of  reasonable  peace  and  reasonable  disarmament 
among  the  nations  of  the  world,  thus  and  thus  only  could 
such  a  result  be  secured. 


An  Ideal  for  Canada. 

"  That,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  ideal  which  I  think  the 
people  of  Canada  may  well  set  before  them  as  a  thing  to  be 
striven  for  and  possibly  attained  by  them.  True,  as  I  have 
said,  wc  are  a  small  nation,  but  at  the  same  time  history 
shows  us  that  small  nations  with  high  ideals  have  more  than 
once  exercised  a  potential  influence  in  the  councils  of  the 
world.  As  you  all  know.  Great  Britain  hjis  been  for  centuries 
the  great  colonizing  Empire  of  the  world.  Great  Britain 
counts  her  colonies  by  the  score;  I  might  almost  say  she 
counts  them  by  the  hundred.  She  has  colonies  acquired 
in  every  conceivable  way;  colonies  by  right  of  discovery, 
colonies  by  right  of  purchase,  colonies  by  right  of  conquest, 
colonies  by  right  of  exchange,  colonies  which  were  settled 
by  men  who  desired  to  better  their  conditions,  other  colonies 
which  to  a  certain  extent  were  brought  about  because  the 
colonists  had  made  the  old  country  a  little  to  hot  to  hold 
them.  But,  as  I  took  occasion  to  intimate  to  an  English 
audience  on  a  somewhat  similar  occasion,  England  possesses 
but  one  colony,  and  one  colony  only,  of  which  it  can  truly 


be  said  that  it  was  not  founded  with  any  hope  of  bettering 
the  condition  of  the  colonists,  but  founded  by  men  who 
risked  their  lives  and  sacrificed  their  fortunes  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  their  allegiance  to  the  British  flag.  That  is 
an  honourable  descent  and  an  honourable  tradition,  and  I 
hold  that  we  would  best  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  our 
forefathers,  the  United  Empire  Loyalists,  if  in  this  way — 
a  roundabout  way,  if  you  please — we  could  succeed  in  bringing 
about  some  such  alliunce  for  some  such  purpose  as  I  have 
ventured  to  indicate  to  you  to-night. 


Sentiment  of  To-day. 

"  Be  that  as  it  may,  all  I  can  say  is  this:  Years  ago  I 
would  myself  have  admitted  that  it  was  rather  a  devout 
imagination  than  a  practical  reality;  but  I  have  been  an 
attentive  student  of  the  course  of  public  affairs  in  the  United 
States  for  a  considerable  period  of  time,  and  I  have  seen  a 
very  great  and  a  very  wholesome  change  for  the  better  taking 
place  in  the  temper  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  or  at  any  rate  of  a  large  portion  of  them,  and  certainly 
of  American  public  men,  and  I  desire  to  bear  my  testimony, 
as  I  have  done  elsewhere  to  the  very  considerable  service 
which  was  rendered  to  the  British  Empire  by  the  American 
people  and  by  the  American  Legislatures  during  the  period 
of  the  Boer  War.  They  rendered  us  a  great  service  and 
withstood  a  great  temptation.  Had  they  shown  any 
sympathy  for  the  Boers  it  might  very  possibly  have  protracted 
the  struggle  for  a  long  time.  So  far  from  doing  so,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollections,  during  that  whole  period  not  one 
single  resolution  was  offered  in  the  American  Congress,  not 
one  single  speech  was  made  in  either  branch  of  their  Legis- 
lature or  even  in  their  local  assemblies,  reflecting  on  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Government.  All  of  you  who  are 
men  of  experience  in  public  life  will,  I  am  sure,  agree 
with  me  in  saying  that  knowing  the  composition  of  many 
constituencies  of  the  United  States  both  in  the  Congress  and 


the  local  Legislatures,  they  most  manfully  resisted  the  great 
temptation  to  make  some  considerable  political  gain  for 
themselves  by  pandering  to  the  feelings  of  certain  influential 
sections  who  would  have  been  delighted  had  they  taken  a 
stand  in  opposition  to  us,  and  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that 
either  the  magnitude  of  the  service  or  the  greatness  of  the 
temptation  to  do  otherwise  have  been  fully  appreciated 
either  by  the  British  people  or  ourselves.  More  than  that, 
the  Americans  have  ceased  to  be  merely  a  New- World  power: 
they  have  become  in  the  largest  sense  a  world  power.  They 
have,  as  we  have,  a  good  deal  to  give,  and  they  have  a  good 
deal  to  gain  from  just  such  an  alliance  as  I  have  spoken  of, 
and  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  their  interests  are  becoming 
parallel  to  ours,  and  to  those  of  the  British  Empire,  in  a  great 
many  ways.  There,  gentlemen,  if  you  wish  or  will,  is  an 
object  which  I  think  we  can  all  agree  in  desiring  to  forward, 
and  it  is  in  my  mind  a  solution,  and  the  only  practical 
solution,  of  a  very  considerable  number  of  the  difficulties 
which  now  beset  the  Mother  Country. 

"  As  I  have  said  more  than  once,  Canada  from  her  position 
must  be  either  a  hostage  or  link  of  union  between  the  two 
countries.     I  need  not  say  which  attitude  I  should  prefer. 

Canada's  Good  Fortune. 

"  Be  that  as  it  may,  sir,  whether  my  aspiration  in  that 
respect  can  ever  be  carried  out  or  not  I  do  not  know,  and  I 
will  not  undertake  to  prophesy.  In  any  case,  I  can  con- 
gratulate you  all  that  whatever  else  has  happened  the 
material  progress  of  Canada,  at  any  rate  during  the  last 
decade,  has  been  most  remarkably  rapid.  It  has  been 
almost  of  a  phenomenal  description.  Sir,  apart  from  that, 
we  find  in  our  position  much  else  on  which  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves.  Other  nations  are  now  engaged  in  combating 
perils  from  which  we  may  learn  how  to  escape.  Other 
nations  are  engaged  in  solving  problems  with  which  we  will 
have  to  grapple  some  time  or  other,  and  I  think  we  may 
benefit  to  a  very  great  extent  by  their  example  in  deciding 
on  the  way  we  shall  deal   with  them." 


